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There was a time when the United States did not have to demand
respect. It earned it.

That respect was not built on slogans or bluster. It was built on
consistency, discipline, and a clear understanding that the President of
the United States represents not just a government, but a nation—and an
example to the world.

Today, that standard is under strain.
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When a president uses crude or demeaning language about foreign
leaders—especially allies—it is more than a lapse in decorum. It is a
signal. Words matter in diplomacy. They shape perception, influence
trust, and either strengthen or weaken the relationships that underpin
global stability.

Some argue that blunt rhetoric is a sign of strength or authenticity. There
is no evidence to support that claim. American strength has never
depended on insults or public humiliation. It has depended on credibility,
reliability, and the ability to lead coalitions built on mutual respect.

Allies are not props. They are partners. And partnerships require a
baseline of respect to function effectively. When that respect is
undermined, cooperation becomes more difficult, not less. Nations
begin to hedge their bets, seek alternatives, and question whether the
United States can be relied upon in moments that matter.

This is not a partisan issue. It is a question of standards.

There was a time when even minor departures from presidential
decorum drew criticism. President Harry Truman was once rebuked for
using the word “damn” in public. That may seem quaint today, but it
reflected a shared understanding: the office demands restraint.

We have lowered that bar—and in doing so, we risk lowering the
standing of the country itself.

Michelle Obama captured the principle well: “When they go low, we go
high.” That is not a call for weakness. It is a call for discipline. It
recognizes that leadership is not defined by reacting in kind, but by
maintaining standards even when others do not.

Respect is not automatic. It is earned over time and can be lost quickly.
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If the United States is to lead effectively in a complex and competitive
world, it must restore the qualities that made it respected in the first
place: steadiness, seriousness, and a commitment to conduct that
reflects the best of the nation.

We do not need to make America loud again.

We need to make America respected again.
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